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Barnabas* grew up in Laos but fled his homeland as a young man
during the Vietnam War by swimming across the Mekong River with
his brother. After a year of living in a camp for displaced people on
the border between Thailand and Laos, he finally made his way to
the United States. While in the States he became a Christian. He
then completed Bible college in Canada.
Eventually Barnabas returned to Laos to minister to his
countryman. He was kicked out of the country twice for being a
Christian and teaching others about his faith. He now lives in
Thailand where he is involved in ministry with the Chiang Mai FM
Church, teaching English and leading Bible studies. To help church
members become self-supporting and self-sustaining, Barnabas
grows fruits and vegetables on a small plot of land he has rented.
He also teaches local Thais the benefits of raising frogs and fish. Two
small thatched homes have been built on the property for a couple
needy families who attend the local church and who help Barnabas
with the projects. The homes are also used as a gathering place for
Bible studies and English classes.
Barnabas is a mature disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ who, in
turn, deeply disciples others. Barnabas doesn’t only hear and talk
truth, he lives it. His example of sacrificial giving and serving
illustrates an intimate walk with Jesus.
Though Barnabas has been able to accomplish much through
God’s grace, his desire is to reach out to his Lao brothers and sisters
near the Thai/Lao border. His heart beats in unison with the Father’s
that none should perish.
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